CHAPTER IV
CAIUS GRAOOHUS was killed at the close of the year 122 The storm was ovei The Senate was once more master of the situation, and the Optimates, " the best party in the State," as they were pleased to call themselves, smoothed their ruffled plumes and settled again into then places There was no more talk of reform Of the Giacchi theie lemaiued nothing but the foity thousand peasant propnetois settled on the public lands, the Juiy law, which could not be at once repealed for fear of the Equites, the corn grants, and the mob attracted by the bounty, which could be managed by improved manipulation, and the law protecting the lives of Roman citizens, which survived in the statute book, although the Senate still claimed the right to set it aside when they held the State to be in danger With these exceptions, the administration fell back into its old condition The tribunes ceased to agitate. The consulships and the prsetorshipa fell to the candidates whom the Senate supported "Whether the oligarchy had learnt any lessons of caution from the brief political earthquake which had shaken but not overthrown them, remained to be seen Six years after the mur-dei of Cams Gracchus an opportunity was afforded to this distinguished body of showing on a conspicuous scale the material of which they were now composed
Along the south shore of the Meditenauean, west of the Roman piovmce, extended the two kingdoms